Record 20th Blue Flag for Benone Strand!

Limavady Borough’s Benone Strand last week received the prestigious Blue Flag award for the twentieth year in a row, something elsewhere virtually unheard of!

The presentation of the Blue Flag, in recognition of the excellent environmental management and pristine water quality at Benone, was made last Wednesday, 9 June at Mussenden Temple by the Minister for the Environment, Edwin Poots.

Benone was the first ever beach in Northern Ireland to receive a Blue Flag in 1990. Since then the beach has grown in popularity and is used all year round for a variety of acitivities.
Speaking about the accomplishment the Minister said: “Our Councils and other beach operators work hard to provide really fine facilities at our coastal destinations.  These awards are a public recognition of their achievement and can be displayed with great civic pride.  They are a credit to the whole community.  With such attention to quality we can be assured that our award winning beaches are among the best in the world.”
On encouraging the public to play their part in keeping our beaches clean and worthy of such accolades, Minister Poots added: “Our other beaches are not too far behind and should be encouraged to apply for the Blue Flag Award. One of the worst problems can be litter. We can all help. It is not someone else’s job to pick it up and take it away, it’s everyone’s job to ensure it’s not left there in the first place!”
Richard Gillen, Countryside Officer for the Council said: “It is very pleasing to see Benone Strand receiving this award for the 20th time, it reflects the effort and resource made by Council to ensure the beach is managed properly.  The Blue Flag Award ensures that Council meets criteria relating to environmental education and information, water quality, environmental management and beach safety.  
“In addition is it also pleasing to note that all the beaches within the Binevenagh Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty now have Blue Flag status with Castlerock getting the Blue Flag for the first time this year.”
Alan Clarke, Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland Tourist Board said, “We are always striving to improve the visitor experience, and these accolades show how hard work and commitment pay off. These fantastic beaches will ensure visitors, from home or further afield, have great places to visit during their stay in Northern Ireland. ”

Businesses in the Limavady Borough also wanted to mark this huge achievement and introduced novelty Blue Flag products for a limited time only.

Hunters Bakery made and sold Blue Flag cupcakes and Lucille’s Kitchen added a creative Blue Flag ice cream float to their menu. 

A total of eight beaches and one marina were awarded the international Blue Flag, an extremely positive sign of improvement for Northern Ireland beaches as this is the largest number of Blue Flags Northern Ireland has seen for five years and well up on the number awarded last year. 
Ian Humphreys, Chief Executive for TIDY Northern Ireland said, “This is a fantastic result for Northern Ireland’s beaches, reflecting a significant investment by beach operators and resulting in greater choice of clean, safe and litter free places to spend the summer for all our visitors.”

The Blue Flag season in Northern Ireland begins at the end of June and finishes at the start of September. The beach management service at Benone Strand will be fully operational from the 26th June 2010. 

